FUEL PRICE REPORT – MARCH 2005
At garages and supermarkets, prices rose again this month, by a higher margin than the February increase.  Unleaded increased by 1.5p a litre (6.8p a gallon) and Diesel by 1.7p a litre (7.7p a gallon).   Super unleaded prices have broken through the £4 a gallon mark.  Their prices increased from last month by 1.3p a litre (5.9p a gallon).  There was no change in the price of LPG, (although there was a small reduction of 0.3p a litre at supermarkets).

At supermarkets, prices did not rise as high as the combined Garage and Supermarket prices.  Unleaded prices rose by 1.3p a litre (5.9p a gallon), Diesel by 1.4p (6.4p a gallon) and Super unleaded by 1p a litre (4.5p a gallon).
In the Budget on 16 March, the Chancellor deferred the inflation-only increase in fuel duties, reflecting sustained volatility in oil prices.  (Brent Crude oil has risen from about $40 a barrel at the beginning of January to around $55 a barrel in mid-March).  Also, from 1 September 2005 the duty differential for LPG will narrow against the conventional road fuels by the equivalent of one penny per litre each year to a level more commensurate with its environmental benefits.

Garages and Supermarkets
Unleaded 95 Octane
           Diesel
 
Super unleaded
LPG

 
litres
(gallons)
litres
(gallons)
litres
(gallons)
litres

Northern Ireland
82.2
(373.7)
87.1
(396.0)
87.1
(396.0)
42.5

Scotland 
81.9
(372.3)
87.1
(396.0)
87.8
(399.1)
38.6

Wales
82.3
(374.1)
87.4
(397.3)
87.7
(398.7)
36.0

North
81.9
(372.3)
87.0
(395.5)
88.7
(403.2)
38.9

North West
81.6
(371.0)
86.5
(393.2)
88.1
(400.5)
37.5

Yorkshire & Humberside
81.5
(370.5)
86.3
(392.3)
87.4
(397.3)
36.6

West Midlands
81.9
(372.3)
86.5
(393.2)
88.7
(403.2)
39.0

East Midlands
82.0
(372.8)
86.5
(393.2)
87.9
(399.6)
40.1

East Anglia
82.3
(374.1)
86.8
(394.6)
88.0
(400.1)
40.0

South East
82.2
(373.7)
86.5
(393.2)
88.4
(401.9)
40.5

South West
82.3
(374.1)
86.9
(395.1)
87.9
(399.6)
38.6

London
81.7
(371.4)
85.8
(390.1)
88.3
(401.4)
40.2

UK AVERAGE
82.0
(372.8)
86.6
(393.7)
88.2
(401.0)
39.0

Per cent taken as Tax
 
72.3
 
69.3
 
71.8
 

Supermarkets
Unleaded 95 Octane
         Diesel
          Super unleaded
LPG

 
litres
(gallons)
litres
(gallons)
litres
(gallons)
litres

SUPERMARKET AVERAGE
80.6
(366.4)
84.6
(384.6)
83.2
(378.2)
34.3

Per cent taken as Tax
 
73.3
 
70.6
 
75.2
 

* The AA Motoring Trust Fuel Price Report uses data sourced from Catalist Ltd & Arval PHH Business Solutions Ltd (www.catalist.com) .  They are an average of mid-month prices from the respective regions.

OVERSEAS PRICE COMPARISONS

Using currency exchange rates as at  20 March 2005  quoted in local currency and UK pence equivalent.

Source of overseas price comparisons: European Road Information Centre (Geneva), and based on a twice-monthly sample.

 
 
Local Currency per litre
UK pence per litre

Country
Currency
Unleaded
Diesel
Unleaded
Diesel

Austria
Euro
0.95
0.87
68.12
61.91

Belgium
Euro
1.17
0.96
83.40
68.76

Czech Republic
Czech Koruna
24.70
24.20
61.11
59.87

Denmark
Danish Krone
8.75
8.19
83.41
78.07

Finland
Euro
1.11
0.88
79.40
62.98

France
Euro
1.10
0.98
78.19
69.69

Germany
Euro
1.11
0.95
79.26
67.83

Greece
Euro
0.81
0.79
57.48
56.12

Netherlands
Euro
1.28
0.98
91.47
69.76

Hungary
Forint
239.50
229.00
73.81
70.58

Ireland
Euro
0.95
0.94
67.48
67.19

Italy
Euro
1.18
1.07
84.11
76.19

Luxembourg
Euro
0.95
0.79
68.05
56.48

Estonia
Kroons
11.25
11.25
51.09
51.09

Norway
Norwegian Krone
10.10
9.20
88.13
80.28

Latvia
Lats
0.49
0.47
50.54
48.48

Lithuania
Litas
2.71
2.71
56.05
56.05

Poland
Zloty
3.65
3.48
69.31
66.08

Slovakia
Koroan
34.40
35.30
64.34
66.02

Slovenia
Tolar
206.20
211.50
62.41
64.02

Portugal
Euro
1.06
0.85
75.47
60.62

Spain
Euro
0.90
0.86
64.26
61.41

Sweden
Swedish Krona
10.44
10.10
81.06
78.42

Switzerland
Swiss Francs
1.44
1.55
65.92
70.95

United States of America
US Dollars
0.55
0.60
27.05
29.62
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