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Car test

Rover Maestro Clubman Turbo-diesel

¢ ¢ Y DIDN'T KNOW THEY STILL MADE IT",

said the driver as he came to collect the

Maestro at the end of the test. True. the arrival
of the glamorous new 600 has put the old "uns well and
truly in the shade. It’s reduced the Montego range to
estate cars only — with 2-litre petrol or turbo-diesel
engine options under the bonnet. However, the
Maestro’s continued presence is in 1.3-litre petrol guise,
or the same 81bhp turbo-diesel option that the Montego
sports. This has answered our criticism (expressed in
RY068A) about the lethargy of the former Maestro
diesel — offered minus the turbo and 20bhp.

In fact, this is the sprightliest application of the
Rover/Perkins direct-injection diesel we’ve sampled
since it first appeared in 1989. High gearing
means little overtaking
ability unless you ' ]
change down and
get the engine
revving above
2500rpm, but
once you've
done so, it
really gets
steam up
and stays
with it to
almost 5000rpm
— a remarkably
high speed for a
direct injection diesel.

The other good news is that general smoothness and
noise control are significantly better in this latest
installation. We remember how the facia and seatbelt
clasps vibrated in sympathy at idle in our first Montego
turbo-diesel test. There was also a prominent mechani-
cal rattling on cold starting. These have been quelled to
the level where this engine is now comparable with a
Vauxhall indirect injection turbo-diesel and superior
to those powering the current VW Golf and Renault 19.
The Peugeot/Citroén unit — also found in the Rover 218,

of course — still feels smoother and quieter but, as
our table shows, all the statistics (except for top and
tourth gear acceleration) stack up in the Maestro’s
favour. In terms of fuel economy (surely the prime
reason for choosing diesel), the Maestro’s advantage is
considerable.

Actually, it needs to be. because there are now a
couple of petrol-powered cars in this market sector that
can give 45mpg overall: the Vauxhall Astra E-Drive
and the Honda Civic VEi. Because the fuels show little
price difference at present, we wonder if some diesel
buyers are fooling themselves. You can’t say this about
Maestro buyers, however.

The reduced range means only Clubman trim is now
available in the Maestro, but with

recent equipment enhancements,
including a standard sunroof,
the adoption of the tidier
Montego
controls
and
displays,
and the
addition
of details
such as a
boot lamp
and variable intermittent
screenwipe, you don’t feel hard done by. In fact,
this old stager has aged well in terms of accom-
modation features and its ride and handling prowess:
you can’t appreciate aspects like back seat comfort and
bump absorption by looking at brochures.

The Maestro can show the youngsters a thing or two
when it comes to aspects like this. The (optional) power
steering makes a world of difference, particularly in this
diesel version — we wouldn’t consider the car without it,
from new. Unlike the 1.3 petrol version, the diesel’s
five-speed gearbox is standard. It’s a pleasant gear-
change., and superior to that of the 1.3’s VW-inspired
"box. The clutch effort is moderate.

Verdict overleaf

R9334A

Suplements R8807 & RI068A

HOW THEY Engine Max  30-70mph 30-70mph Fuel Brakes Maximum Tvpicalleg/ Steering Overall
cap/power  speed through in 5th/4th  economy best stop legroom — Kkneeroom — turns/ length
COMPARE (cc/bhp) (mph)  gears (sec) gears (sec) (mpg) (%g/lb) front (in}  rear (in) circle (ft) (in)
Rover Maestro Clubman Turbo-diesel  1994/81 102 13.6 40.8/24.0 54 97/47 40'/4 391/,/27 3.5/34'> (p) 1572
VW Golf 1.9 Umwelt Turbo-diesel 1896/75 101 15.8 31.2/22.0 48!/ 99/45 42/ 38/28 3.2/33'2(p) 158!/
Vauxhall Astra 1.7 Turbo-diesel (5 door) 1686/82 100 14.6 31.7/21.0 50 97/37 42') 391/5/28 3.5/322(p) 159/
Renault 19 1.9 Turbo-diesel (5 door) 1870/93 113 12.2 26.4/17.0 49 79/37 41 39/281/: 3.5/34 'p) 164
Rover 218SLD Turbo 1769/87 104 14.7 31.4/19.6 45 86/40 42 381/227'):  3.4/34!/2(p) 166'/2
(p) power-assisted
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