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Car test October 1990

Supplements R8919

Ford Fiesta 1.8 Diesel

NE OF THE BIGGEST DRAWBACKS OF

the new Fiesta is that the economical 1.1 lacks

real urge in overtaking and the 1.4 is thirsty.
In this line-up more than any other, therefore, the diesel
alternative looks like a promising solution.

The test car came with five doors and a Popular Plus
trim level. There's some painted metal on view inside
and, particularly with five doors, the Ghia’s central
locking provision is missed. In most respects, however,
equipment and seat comfort are adequate. Shorter
drivers complained of sitting too low and there’s some
feeling of spinal fatigue on longer runs, but then we’ve
complained about this on dearer versions, too. The
Popular’s displays look cheap and gaudy. with none-
too-effective illumination at night and an optimistic fuel
gauge on our car.

The controls work well, although the accelerator on
this diesel is set up with pronounced initial free
movement — presumably to curtail power unit ‘shunt’ in
traffic queues. It works, but like the low-geared
steering, it leaves you with a feeling of vagueness of
control.

With the diesel’s extra weight (175 Ib) concentrated
over the front wheels, the steering feels heavy as well
as vague and low geared — especially if you drive into
bends with any determined haste. True. the Fiesta diesel
is no fun machine through the bends, but at least the
unladen ride retains most of the petrol version's aplomb
over the bumps. It becomes more turbulent with a good

load aboard, however, and road thump and rumble at
times seem to be louder than the engine growl, which is
typically diesel. When overtaking, however, this
version is arguably less obtrusive than the 1.4 in the
mid-range. Starting is prompt and totally dependable;
the diesel is so obliging about hot starting that one can
confidently switch off at timed traffic hold-ups for
instance, further saving fuel.

As our tables show, it gives excellent acceleration
with fuel economy that doesn’t disappoint, either. Yes,
this diesel alternative does improve on the 1100’s
acceleration, even through the gears, and even with its
longer-striding top and fourth ratios compared with the
1100, in-gear acceleration times are significantly better,
as well.

1.1 Petrol | 1.8 Diesel

Maximum speed (mph)
30-70mph through
gears (sec) 19.1 16.8

91 (4th) 95 (5th)

30-70mph in 5th/4th (sec) 40.9/27.5 33.8/24.3
Typical overall
consumption (mpg) 451 55

At present it costs £650 extra to opt for diesel. If you
build up a high mileage with your small car, it could be
well worth it, with the promise of lower repair bills and
enhanced resale value as bonuses. Just be sure that
you're provided with sufficient comfort and ease in
control before you commit yourself.
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HOW IT Engine Max 30-70mph  30-70mph  Fuel Brakes  Maximum Typicalleg/ Steering  Overall
cap/power speed  through in Sthidth overall beststop legroom~ kneeroom-  turns/ length

COMPARES tcc/bhp) (mph) pears(sec) gears(sec) {(mpg) {(%glb) front(in) reariin) circle (ft)  (in)

Ford Fiesta 1.8 Diesel 1752/60 95 16.8 33.8/24.3 35 103/45* 41 38/27'2 4.2/33 14742
Peugeot 205 1.7GLD 1769/60 RN 188 33.6/23.7 55'): 8237 41 36%:/26' 1 3.7/33Ys  145%:
Vauxhall Nova 1.5 Turbo-diesel 1488/67 100 i3.8 28.5/19.2  58'Y2  95/55 0/ 3794/25%:  3.7/32 1422
Citroen AX 14DTR 1360/52 90 18.9 33.7/229 60 83/55 302 36/26 3.2/33 13742

= anti-lock fited

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Type and size front-mounted. transverse 4 in line;
water-cooled. 82.5mm bore x 82.0mm stroke =
1752¢c. Cast iron block and alloy head: 5 main
bearings

Compression ratio 21.5:1

Valve gear single overhead camshaft (belt-driven)
actuating two valves per cylinder via bucket
tappets with shim adjusters

Fuel system indirect injection via mechanical
rotary distribution pump. Tank capacity: 42 litres
(9'/: gallons): no low-level wamning lamp.

Fuel required: Diesel

Maximum power (DIN-net) 60bhp at 4800rpm
Maximum torque (DIN-net) 81 Ib ft at 2500rpm

TRANSMISSION

Clutch 8.7in diameter. single dry plate
(diaphragm-spring type): cable operated.
Pedal load/travel: 23 1b/6in

Gearbox 3 speed (all synchromesh) and reverse.
Ratios: first 3.15. second 1.91. third 1.28. fourth
0.93. top 0.76 and reverse 3.62:1

Final drive 3.59:1 to front wheels
Mph per 1600rpm 23.57 in top. 18.86 in 4th
Rpm at 70mph 2970 in top gear

CHASSIS

Suspension front: independent MacPherson
damper/struts with integral coil springs and
L-shaped lower links. Rear: torsion beam
dead axle with trailing arms and coil springs.
Dampers: telescopic all round

Steering unassisted rack and pinion with

4.2 trns between full locks. Tuming circles
average 33ft between kerbs. with 641/2ft for
one turn of the wheel

Wheels 4/2in steel with 145SR13 tyres (Semperit
on test car}

Brakes 9'/2in plain discs front. 7in drums rear
with engine-driven servo pump
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