


AA

The Cost of Motoring - 2002

How much does it cost to run a car?

The AA tables are published annually to give a guide as to how much
it's likely to cost the average private user to run a car, petrol or diesel
powered, or a motorcycle. In fact the figures given can only be a
guide, as individual vehicles will vary: for instance the fuel
consumption will depend on the traffic conditions and the type of
journey, and repairs can be unpredictable. However, the aim is to
show a representative cost that reflects all the important items, so that
the motorist can see how it all adds up.

Standing Charges

The standing charges are those that will be incurred just to keep the vehicle
ready for use on the road. So they include the Road Tax (annual VED),
insurance, the cost of the capital used for the vehicle, the loss of value of
the vehicle or depreciation, and the annual AA subscription. The
depreciation is often the biggest single factor, though it's easy to lose sight
of it in terms of an every-day expense.

Running Costs

The running costs are those that depend directly on the use of the vehicle — fuel,
tyres, servicing and repair costs. Every mile run adds this amount to the annual
bill, and every mile saved cuts the cost by this amount.

Claiming Mileage

How much an employer pays for mileage is a matter for negotiation between them
and the employees, as circumstances will vary. The Inland Revenue operates the
Approved Mileage Allowance Payment (AMAP) system — details from your local
tax office or: www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/cars/using_own.htmand
www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/cars/fuel _company cars.htm

The figures given in our tables are VAT inclusive.









