
Motoring Costs 2003

Diesel Cars
NEW CAR PURCHASE PRICE

Up to £10,000 to £13,000 to £20,000 to Over
Note: Standing charges per year, £ £10,000 £13,000 £20,000 £30,000 £30,000

A Road Tax 135 155 165 165 165
B Insurance 335 347 448 630 859
C Cost of capital 225 286 439 614 871
D Depreciation 1285 1746 2240 2867 3659
E AA Subscription 99 99 99 99 99

TOTAL £ 2079 2633 3391 4375 5653

Standing charges, pence per mile,
 at  5,000 miles per year 39.78 50.22 64.68 83.49 107.94

at 10,000 20.79 26.33 33.91 43.75 56.53
at 15,000 14.46 18.37 23.65 30.50 39.39
at 20,000 11.36 14.47 18.64 24.03 29.72
at 25,000 9.60 12.28 15.80 20.37 26.27
at 30,000 8.64 11.10 14.29 18.41 23.72

Running costs, pence per mile
F Petrol * 7.56 8.23 8.62 9.50 12.78
G Tyres 0.80 1.20 1.60 2.60 4.00
H Servicing labour costs 2.12 2.45 3.00 3.49 4.48
I Replacement parts 1.04 1.37 1.71 2.26 3.21
J Parking and Tolls 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80

TOTAL PENCE: 13.32 15.05 16.73 19.65 26.27

 * Diesel fuel at 81.5 pence per litre
For each penny more or less,

add or subtract: 0.09 0.10 0.11 0.12 0.16

Total of standing and running costs
in pence per mile based on:

 5,000 miles per year 53.10 65.27 81.41 103.14 134.20
10,000 34.11 41.38 50.64 63.40 82.80
15,000 27.78 33.42 40.38 50.15 65.66
20,000 24.68 29.53 35.36 43.68 55.99
25,000 22.92 27.33 32.53 40.02 52.54
30,000 21.96 26.16 31.02 38.06 49.99

Please see the associated notes for more detail.  These figures are typical but do not represent
all types of vehicle and conditions of use. Once compiled, some of the variables may change 

at any time.
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How much does it cost to run a car?

The AA tables are published annually to give a guide as to how much
it’s likely to cost the average private user to run a car, petrol or diesel
powered, or a motorcycle.  In fact the figures given can only be a
guide, as individual vehicles will vary: for instance the fuel
consumption will depend on the traffic conditions and the type of
journey, and repairs can be unpredictable.  However, the aim is to
show a representative cost that reflects all the important items, so that
the motorist can see how it all adds up.

Standing Charges

The standing charges are those that will be incurred just to keep the vehicle
ready for use on the road. So they include the Road Tax (annual VED),
insurance, the cost of the capital used for the vehicle, the loss of value of the
vehicle or depreciation, and the annual AA subscription.  The depreciation is
often the biggest single factor, though it’s easy to lose sight of it in terms of an
every-day expense.

Running Costs

The running costs are those that depend directly on the use of the vehicle – fuel,
tyres, servicing and repair costs.  Every mile run adds this amount to the annual
bill, and every mile saved cuts the cost by this amount.

Claiming Mileage

How much an employer pays for mileage is a matter for negotiation between
them and the employees, as circumstances will vary.  The Inland Revenue
operates the Approved Mileage Allowance Payment (AMAP) system – details
from your local tax office or:  www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/cars/using_own.htm and
www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/cars/fuel_company_cars.htm
The figures given in our tables are VAT inclusive.






